192        INITIATION INTO POLITICS

In May, 1836, Mr. Whittier assumed editorial
charge of the Haverhill " Gazette," and retired
from the position on the 17th of December of the
same year. His opposition to Governor Everett
led to dissatisfaction among some of the Whig
readers of that paper, who did not like the anti-
slavery tone he gave to their party organ. The
" Gazette " was owned by Jacob Cal dwell, husband
of Whittier's older sister. To placate the friends
of Everett, Mr. Caldwell sold half his inter-
est in the paper to Dr. Jeremiah Spofford, of
East Bradford, now Groveland, and it was an-
nounced that while Whittier was to edit the liter-
ary and poetical departments, Spofford was to be
the political editor. Whittier's hand is neverthe-
less to be seen in many anti-slavery touches in the
editorial columns, though Everett was not directly
attacked. The following extracts from letters to
Spofford show the spirit with which Whittier ac-
cepted the situation, and the interest which he
still had in the success of the Whig party, fie
was at this time living in Amesbury, but was con-
sidering a plan of buying Caldwell's interest in
the " Gazette," and returning to his native town,
but his abolitionism proved an insurmountable
obstacle.

with the right vote in his hand, and carefully supported by his
Quaker neighbor. But at the last moment, an opposition vote
was handed him, and Whittier had the mortification to see this
deposited in the box. " Did not take the man home, did you ? "
Mr. Whittier was asked, when he told this story. " Oh yes, I
did," he said; " I promised his wife I would see him home safely,
and I had to do it. I took him home dead drunk in the bottom
of my wagon I "